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Supporting our Community Despite Increasing Pressures 
How the Parish Council delivers for the people of Modbury 
It’s probably fair to say most people do not give much thought to the work of the 
Parish Council until something arises that needs attention. That usually sparks the 
statement “they ought to do something about that.” But who is ‘they’ and what do 
‘they’ do? 

Modbury’s community has expanded considerably in recent years as we welcomed new families into the 
town, helping it to thrive. While older residents may understand the role of the Parish Council others may not. 

Parish (and town) Councils are the bottom tier of local government, after District Councils (SHDC) and 
County Councils (Devon County). It is worth noting that unlike the District and County Councils, the Parish 
Council is made up entirely of volunteers. The only paid person is our Parish Clerk who, in common with most 
Parishes, is part time. However, Councillors have to meet standards set down in statute and known as 
’Standing Orders’ when carrying out their duties. There are protocols to be learned and followed. 

What can Parish Councils do. . . and not do? 

The work of Modbury Parish Council (MPC) can be broadly divided into two categories. Those that are 
necessary for the smooth running of the town (maintenance of Parish-managed land, equipment and 
facilities such as the QEII Recreation Ground) and more long-term strategic planning to safeguard the town’s 
future (the Neighbourhood Plan, finances and commenting on planning applications). 

MPC are asked by South Hams to comment on planning applications in our parish but we have no authority 
to approve or reject. Our comments are often ignored by SHDC as the local planning authority. 

Cont. on p.3 
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Supporting our Community Despite Increasing Pressures  
(Cont. from p1) 

Traffic and parking are frequent areas of concern. The public car parks are managed entirely by SHDC. We 
have made proposals on parking charges to benefit the community and the traders but they can be (and 
are) ignored by SHDC who ultimately set the tariffs and keep the funds. MPC has however secured 
replacement residents permit-parking for Palm Cross Green and negotiated with Bloor to have the parking 
between the allotments gifted to the Parish Council and not retained by them. Charges are made for these 
spaces as they are rateable and a maintenance budget has to be accrued. 

All aspects of roads are the responsibility of Devon County Highways Department. Frustrated by the lack of 
road repairs around the town, MPC Maintenance Committee has for many years taken on the responsibility 
for pot hole repairs on minor roads (we are not allowed on main roads). It is all the more frustrating to find 
that whilst our own work lasts, that of contractors appointed by DCC Highways doesn’t. Temporary fixes are 
a deliberate policy. 

Congestion, impact of satnav on heavy vehicle routes and road safety are all topics raised frequently by 
MPC with the Devon County Highways Department. Proposals for improved safety for children going to 
school along Barracks Road have been turned down time and again by Devon County Highways, most 
frequently on the bizarre grounds that there hasn’t been a serious accident so no measures are needed. 
Finally, fully supported by the Council, one Councillor took on the challenge and after a year-long 
campaign, obtained the funds for the VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign) which she also sourced, programmed 
and helped install with other volunteers. Another Councillor with young children, worked with the school to 
design the “20 is Plenty” signs that are now along Barracks Road. The combined effect of these two 
Councillor initiatives is working to reduce speeds and improve child safety. 

An MPC Traffic Working Group is currently preparing a report for Devon County Highways identifying key 
areas of serious concern and seeking a more holistic long term approach to Modbury’s traffic issues. 

How does the Parish Council operate? 

The Council meets at the QEII Pavilion on the first Tuesday in each month at 7:00pm. 

Agendas are published in advance on the Council’s website 
and on the town noticeboard. 

The public can speak at the Open Forum session at the start of 
each meeting on any subject on the agenda or ask for another 
subject to be considered for the subsequent meeting.  

Once Council business starts, the public can observe but not 
participate. 

Minutes of the meeting are published afterwards in the same 
way as the agenda was issued. 

Given there are no staff employed, unless a project is large 
enough (and funds permit) to warrant inviting tenders from 
contractors, all everyday matters that require action have to be 
undertaken by individual Councillors. It’s a very hands-on role 
and Modbury has a reputation for its ‘can do’ approach. 

Ever since the austerity era commenced, there has been a 
progressive reduction of funds to Parish and District Councils. 
Modbury Parish Council receives no funding from SHDC so funds 
have to be raised through a local Council Tax known as the 
precept. MPC is frequently seeking grants to undertake 
important projects for the town because it does not have the 
money to pay for them otherwise.  

A major impact of the local underfunding is that our District 
Council, who should be supporting our work, are often no longer 
able to do so. Staff numbers have been cut, remaining staff are 
largely part time and the sharing of services between SHDC and 
West Devon means those fewer staff are over-stretched. By way 
of example, the planning enforcement team has a massive 
case backlog.  

Cont. on p.5 
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Supporting our Community Despite Increasing Pressures                     (Cont. from p3) 
Nowhere is this more evident than the Bloor Palm Cross development where multiple legally-agreed 
commitments, made between the developer and SHDC for the benefit of residents and the entire community, 
have only been gradually implemented because a Councillor, supported by MPC, took on what has become 
a three-year (and counting) battle to insist on their enforcement. Thus work that should be done by paid 
officers and specialists at SHDC has had to be carried out by a volunteer MPC Councillor who, despite having 
no authority, has stood up for Modbury residents’ rights. 

Examples of town amenities or improvements that have been initiated, supported or enforced in recent times 
by MPC and its Councillors include: 

• The allotments at Palm Cross 
• The extra residents parking by the allotments and in Palm Cross 
• Road safety measures in Barracks Road near the school 
• The Champernowne Play Park     
• The Palm Cross Green toddler play area and relandscaping of the Green 
• The new Memorial Hall Play Park 
• Extension to the Pavilion at QEII Recreation Ground 
• Resurfacing of the tennis courts 
• New drainage system for the football pitch 
• Improved roads as a result of constant pothole filling 
• Drainage and gully maintenance to avoid flooding 
• Erecting and repairing bollards 
• Pavement repairs 
• Installation of a disabled parking bay for Co-op shoppers 
• Creation of ‘No Parking’ zones by Burns Lane and New Road 
• Installation of cameras by the Co-op to capture anti-social behaviour, including illegal parking 

offenders 
• Increased planters  
• Re-laying of footpaths in Palm Cross  
• Installation of seating in Palm Cross  
• Land drainage of play area in Palm Cross  
• Total redesign, excavation and re-installation of the surface water drainage scheme in Palm Cross 
• Planting of hedges on banks at Palm Cross to provide privacy for residents 
• Improvements to surface water drainage by allotment steps  
• Tree screening of Employment units at Palm Cross  
• Recent urgent repairs to collapsed pathways in Palm Cross Phase Two 
• Initiating and running the Covid Emergency Support Team (now stood down) 

You are invited to play your part in your town 

Modbury, like other parishes, is constantly under pressure from District and County Councils to do more with 
fewer resources and budget. One of Modbury’s most endearing features is that it is large enough to have the 
facilities of a small town but small enough to have the spirit of a village. Perversely, when it comes to running 
the town, this means that MPC has to provide the services a small town needs with the resources of a village.  

That’s where you, the people of Modbury come in. Even though you may have limited time availability, if you 
feel Modbury provides you with a good quality of life, maybe you can find a little energy and time to give 
something back and help ease the pressure. 

To register your interest as a potential Parish Councillor and so that we can contact you about future 
vacancies, just email parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk 

Modbury Parish Council 

mailto:parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk


THE TOUR OF BRITAIN IS COMING TO MODBURY 
The Tour of Britain, the UK's most predigious cycle race, is 
coming to Modbury on Monday 6th September. The 115 mile 
Devon stage starts at Sherford at 11am and finishes in Exeter 
at approximately 3:40pm. The route passes through 
Yealmpton at 11:17 and then along the A3121 towards 
Ugborough so there will be a chance to watch the race 
here before it arrives in Avonwick at 11:38 am. The route then 
continues through Totnes and Dartmouth before coming 
back via the A379 through Torcross to Kingsbridge and 
arriving in Modbury at approximately 13:13pm before going 
on to Ermington and Ivybridge. After Ivybridge the cyclists 
start to climb up onto Dartmoor with a King of the Mountain 
climb at Ruddlestone before Princetown and finally across 
the moor to end at Exeter. 

Having watched the Tour of Britain before, I can advise you 
to find a less crowded place to watch the race as the 
cyclists come through very fast and the people watching 
crowd into the road to get a better view. Children should be 
kept well back to avoid being crushed. Parking on roads 
nearby is impossible and the roads on the route will be shut 
for some time before and after the cyclists pass by. Look out for notices saying when the roads will be closed. 

The Tour of Britain is televised on ITV4 in Britain and on Eurosport around the world so Modbury will be seen 
around the world. Past World Champion Mark Cavandish along with the present World Champion Julian 
Alaphilippe will be racing, alongside other well known cyclists Richie Porte, Rohan Dennis and Ethan Hayter. 

Lynne Barnes 

Online Supplement (i)

https://www.cyclingnews.com/riders/julian-alaphilippe/
https://www.cyclingnews.com/riders/julian-alaphilippe/


Online Supplement (ii)

The Li'le Coffee Box - a New Business for Modbury 

I am really excited to be 
bringing my coffee trailer to 
Modbury eve ry Monday 
a f t e r n o o n ( 3 - 5 p m ) a n d 
Sunday morning (9-11.30am) 
at the Memorial Hall car park 
from Friday Sept 10th. 

I was a Science Teacher and 
more recently a SENDCo for 22 
years. I have always wanted 
to run my own little coffee 
shop, and this year inspired by 
events around me, I decided 
to go for it (albeit a little 

differently - on wheels!).  In May half term I was kindly invited to trade from the Thatches Holiday Park which 
has been a brilliant experience. Some of the lovely local residents from Modbury and surrounding areas 
have already popped up to see me there.  

I am really looking forward to moving The Coffee Box to Modbury.  On the 10th Sept and 12th Sept all hot 
drinks will be half price!  I would really love to see you there.   

My Coffee is roasted by the Curator Roastery in Totnes. I sell Cappuccino, Latte (plain, vanilla and caramel), 
Mocha, Americano, Flat White, Espresso, Chai Latte and Hot Chocolate.  I also sell milkshakes!! (Vanilla, 
Strawberry and Chocolate). 

My Pastries and Artisan Breads are baked by the Lamaro Bakery in Totnes.  I sell Croissant, Pain au 
chocolate and Pain au raisin.   

Sourdough (white and rye), Foccacia and Multiseed loaves (these do have to be pre-ordered). 

My cakes are baked by: 

• Lauren @ Jacinda Bakes, Modbury (Millionaire Shortbread, Gluten free fruity flapjacks) 

• Emma @ Cupcake Cottage, Ivybridge (Rocky Roads and Triple Chocolate Brownies) 

• Lamaro Bakery, Totnes (Bocconotti – custard and cherry tarts) 

Lucy Cater 

Devon Air Ambulance Needs Your Help 
Devon Air Ambulance needs a community of volunteers to keep its 19 charity shops open and our 
helicopters flying. The great thing about volunteering in our retail shops is that we have a role to suit 
everyone, whether you are young or older, an outgoing type or someone who likes to work behind the 
scenes.  As with all volunteering roles, you can choose where, when and for how long you volunteer.  

To find out more about your nearest shop and how you can help, please contact our Volunteer Manager 
Cara Jones on 01392 304343 / c.jones@daat.org Shop Locations: Barnstaple, Bideford, Budleigh Salterton, 
Dartmouth, Exeter (Cowick St,   Heavitree & Topsham), Exmouth, Honiton, Kingsbridge, Newton Abbot, 
Okehampton, Plymouth, Sidmouth, South Molton, Tavistock, Totnes, and Torquay.

mailto:c.jones@daat.org


FASD and The Community  
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) is a life long condition 
that results from a baby being exposed to alcohol before 
birth, there is no cure. The exposure can affect the way a 
person’s brain and body develops and may result in a range 
of physical, emotional and developmental delays that can 
affect the person throughout their life.  

FASD is believed to be the most common neurodevelopmental 
(disability in the functioning of the brain) condition in the Western World. It is thought to 
affect 3-5% of the general population, which makes it 4-5 times more prevalent than Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).  

FASD is often an ‘invisible disability’ that can be easily misunderstood. This can make it more challenging for 
the person living with FASD, and their parents/carers.  FASD often co-morbidifies (shares characteristics) with 
ASD (Autism) and/or ADHD.  

Here are some things you need to know about the reality of a child with FASD: 
• The child with FASD often has sensory issues that lead to sensory overload. They may also become overwhelmed if too 

much stimulus or information is entering the brain at once. This may show itself through intense frustration, anger or other 
emotional outbursts. 

• There is a unique level of sensitivity to criticism. The child with FASD can become very upset with a sigh or an angry 
glance.   

• Children with FASD often struggle with emotional regulation. Their meltdowns are likely to be more frequent and last 
longer than other children 

• Children with FASD may get ‘stuck’ on something and not be able to let it go. Typical strategies either don’t work or 
work only for a short time. 

• Young people with FASD may get fixated on something (e.g. something they want a parent to buy) and might argue 
about things and use faulty logic, not be able to compromise or see another point of view 

• Cause and effect - often there is great difficulty in understanding consequences of actions. Those affected by FASD 
may have trouble understanding concepts such as ‘If I do A, then B will happen’. 

• Generalisation - There may be great difficulty in taking information from one setting and applying it to another. For 
example, if a child is taught not to run into the street in front of their home, she may not understand that this also means 
that she shouldn’t run into the street outside the shops 

• Differences and Similarities - those with FASD often have difficulty understanding differences and similarities between 
people, places and things. For example, they don’t understand the appropriate language to use with family versus 
strangers or teachers 

• Problem solving - There may be difficulty in making a decision about a situation based upon a similar past experience. 
Those affected by FASD may also have some difficulty in understanding a situation and taking step-by-step action. 

• Social communication difficulties - this may include being overly friendly with strangers and peers, immaturity, being 
easily influenced by others and having a difficulty in making choices.  This makes them vulnerable and they can easily 
be taken advantage of. 

• Children with FASD may have trouble relating to other children. Difficult behaviour like meltdowns may affect their ability 
to make and keep friends 

• Children with FASD are often too trusting of unknown people and touch others inappropriately this is because they do 
not understand personal space and boundaries. 

• Receptive (understanding) and expressive (speaking) language may not be the same. May say they understand but 
don’t, may have superficial good verbal communication skills but lacks depth.  

• Confabulation - due to difficulties with short and long term memory, they may fill in the gaps in conversation. This can 
come across as lying.  

• Children with FASD may be impulsive. When their anxiety is up, impulse control goes down.  
Why a child might not be able to play out with friends;  
• There is a difference between developmental age and chronology age. The child may be 10 years old, but could have 

the social skills and understanding of someone younger. 
• They require constant supervision by an adult to help keep them safe. To help them make the right decision. Due to their 

cognitive challenges they need to develop habitual patterns of appropriate behaviour to help keep them away from 
danger.  

• Routine and consistency helps the child to make better sense of the world. Establishing a routine and sticking to it helps 
them to function more effectively. For example; tea time and bedtime are the same even in the holidays or at 
weekends 

For further information; www.nationalfasd.org.uk and fasd.me  

Email; fasd.southwest@gmail.com if you suspect your child has FASD and would like some local support  

Sophie Putt

Online Supplement (iii)

http://www.nationalfasd.org.uk
http://fasd.me
mailto:fasd.southwest@gmail.com
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MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Modbury Parish Council Office, 2 Galpin Street. PL21 0QA   

   01548 830222             email parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk 

Your Councillors are: 

Tom Coates      tomcoates@modburypc.co.uk 
John Harvey   01548 830294 
Barry Keel   07795 533704  barrykeel@modburypc.co.uk 
Peter Keohane     peterkeohane@modburypc.co.uk 
George Rosevear  01548 831427  georgerosevear@modburypc.co.uk 
Andy Walker      andrewwalker@modburypc.co.uk 
Peter Watts (CHAIR)  07721 918129  peterwatts@modburypc.co.uk 
Rob West (VICE-CHAIR) 01548 830135  robwest@modburypc.co.uk 
Barbara Price      barbaraprice@modburypc.co.uk 
Jo-Anne Woodcock  01548 831128  jowoodcock@modburypc.co.uk 

How can we help you? 

Councillors run drop-in surgeries on Saturdays 10 – 11am in the Parish Office at 2 Galpin Street   

The  Parish Clerk is in the Parish Council office on Tuesdays 10am – 4pm.  

Call into the office, phone, email or come along to our meetings on the first Tuesday of every month and 
speak in the public forum.

Contacts: 
County Councillor (Salcombe Division):  
Rufus Gilbert. Tel: 01548 856659 
rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk 
South Hams District Councillor (Charterlands): 
Bernard Taylor Tel: 01548 830844 
cllr.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk 

PERSONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS             
(Births, Deaths, Marriages, Thanks etc)  
£10 per insertion—Max. 50 words (Subject to available 

space)   

email modburymessengercic@gmail.com

The Joys of Allotments!  
Scarecrows love the summer months: watching the gardeners water their seedlings, just 
before it hammers down with rain washing them away; seeing newly planted cabbage 
plants wilt under the noonday sun over the weekend they went to see Aunty in Norfolk; 
counting how many raspberries to pick and eat whilst taking just a few home; digging 
up potatoes before they get blighted; picking buckets of runner beans to distribute 
among the neighbours - far too many plants again this year and the freezer is almost full 
from last.  I particularly enjoy watching the faces of people as they discover the tasty 
little courgettes they noticed two days ago have now turned into giant marrows 
rejected by the household cook. And “Why are you growing all those swedes and turnips” is frequently heard. 

Standing in the middle of the brussels sprouts patch, I’ve been suffering from wind recently. During a 
particularly bad blow my trousers almost came off and I felt very unbalanced as did the sweet corn which 
also suffered. Interestingly during this windy spell, I noticed a few kites overhead.  The red ones obviously, not 
the plastic variety. No problem with leeks so far, thank goodness. 

My present home in Church Lane Allotments is looking really nice with multicoloured runner beans and 
sunflowers attracting bees along with carrot flies, bean weevils and lovely white cabbage butterflies flagrantly 
producing attractive little green caterpillars. Oh - The Joys of Allotments!  

Jeffrey Wurzell

Are you aged 17 – 25? 
Any person living in Modbury Parish (including Brownston) who is leaving school to start higher/further 
education or a training scheme is entitled to a small, one off grant from  

The Modbury Education Foundation. 
Please apply by 1st October 2021 with your full name, postal address and brief details of the course you will 
be taking to sue@mercer5.co.uk                                                                                                                 Sue Mercer 

mailto:sue@mercer5.co.uk
mailto:cllr.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk
mailto:barrykeel@modburypc.co.uk
mailto:andrewwalker@modburypc.co.uk
mailto:peterwatts@modburypc.co.uk
mailto:robwest@modburypc.co.uk
mailto:colinwhybrow@modburypc.co.uk


Welcome to St George's Church, Modbury 
We are open every Sunday for public worship and the church is open every day if you wish to visit the 
building for a time of personal prayer and contemplation. 

Everyone is welcome and you can find out more about what's on offer from our website 
www.modburyteam.org.   If you want to speak to the Vicar, call Rev Matt on 01548 830260 or email 
matt.rowland@modburyteam.org 
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St George’s Church  
Please check our website for our current opening times  

www.modburyteam.org     

St Monica’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 

Modbury 
St Austin’s Priory  
Roman Catholic 

Church, Cadleigh 

01752 892606 
Mass is at 8.45 am every 

Sunday morning at St. 
Monica's,  Modbury 

ST GEORGE'S, MODBURY Thank You 
Thanks for all your good wishes, 
much appreciated. 

Betty Westwood

CHRISTIAN COMMENT: Winners all 
The Olympics bring together the best athletes, players and performers in the world, and this year was no 
exception.  We looked with amazement at their exploits, and took pride in the impressive tally of medals won 
by Team GB. 

But what about those who didn’t get a medal?  I was struck by an August headline in The Times: “Fourth 
place isn’t for losers, quite the reverse”.  To come fourth and miss out on a podium place by a whisker is to 
show you are one of the best.  And without people willing to do their utmost, knowing that they had only the 
slimmest of chances of a medal, there would be no competition. 

To do one’s utmost is an ideal ambition which can apply to career, sports activities, hobbies and pastimes.  
We need people who will give of their best, who may never get to the top but can say with pride, “I tried”.  
Writing to Christians in the cosmopolitan city of Corinth, St Paul urges his readers to “run in such a way to get 
the prize”. 

But this requires preparation. Winners have to go through endless hours of strict training. A successful 
competitor needs to be at peak fitness if they are to win. This is not a rat race, but a call to achieve our 
potential, whatever we’re doing in life. 

When running a race, you need to keep your eyes fixed on the goal; the finishing line is all that matters.  In 
the race of life, Christians are urged to keep their eyes fixed on Jesus, “on whom faith depends from start to 
finish”.  Those who do that are all winners in God’s sight. 

Michael Tagent

September Service Service Leader
Sunday 5th 9.30am Holy Communion Rev Matt Rowland
Sunday 12th 9.30am All age service Rev Matt Rowland

6pm Evensong, Chorus Ecclesiae Rev Matt Rowland
Sunday 19th 9.30am Holy Communion Rev Matt Rowland
Sunday 26th 9.30am Sunday Worship Michael Tagent

Thursdays in 
Church

9.15am Noah's Ark                      
ages 0 - 4 years  

Last Thursday of the 
month - walk 
together

http://www.modburyteam.org/
mailto:matt.rowland@modburyteam.org
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Preparing for ‘ The Wrong Trousers’ 
relay race

One collie and his sheep

Diary of a Local Beekeeper – Updates and Autumnal Review 
As we slide inexorably into Autumn, Duncan Currall reflects on a strange 
beekeeping season, explains about his and Justine’s pre-winter preparations 
and has some encouraging news… 

I seem to recall that when I first started writing these bulletins for the Modbury 
Messenger back in the spring, I was full of optimism for a forthcoming bumper 
honey harvest. ‘Cross everything… here’s hoping for ideal weather’, I wrote at 
the time. Well, so much for placing faith in superstitious gestures – since the 
season has turned out to be unprecedentedly off-kilter. And the weather has 
been mostly to blame. 

After a cold, wet spring caused some markedly erratic bee behaviour, we seem to have ended up with great 
extremes in hive health this autumn – either incredibly strong, or struggling to survive. For example, our most 
successful hive contains over 100lbs of surplus honey, whereas our weakest colonies have barely enough to 
sustain themselves. There is little doubt that the most successful hives are ones which resisted the temptation to 
swarm, concentrating instead on building up stores and strength. Whereas the hives which were quickly off 
the swarming blocks lost vital bee numbers and fertile queens just when it mattered, some ending up 
queenless, or with inadequately fertilised monarchs, thus triggering a downward spiral towards eventual 
doom. Cue two trusty beekeepers to the rescue! Indeed, we are about to start feeding our struggling hives a 
special syrup mix, which contains additional health-giving properties, such as ambrosia. Once the weather 
gets colder, we then provide a special sugar fondant, easily digested by the bees.  

Meanwhile, the drones – about which I wrote in our last bulletin – are now being expelled from the hives, since 
the swarming season is over and their purpose gone. I also promised an update on our high-risk efforts to try 
and save four queenless colonies – by introducing replacement queens, then trusting to nature by leaving the 
bees to decide their fate, for better or worse. We used two queen replacement methods. The first involved 
purchasing fertilised queens from a specialist supplier, which arrived in the post and were then introduced into 
two of the hives in their plastic travelling boxes sealed with fondant. The second method involved 
transplanting capped queen cells into the other two hives, in the hope they would hatch successfully and 
thrive – a fate by no means certain with either manoeuvre. Well, I am delighted to report that both methods 
have succeeded, all the queens have been accepted and we have now saved those four hives from dying 
out altogether – a great relief indeed. 

And there is more good news! As the weather turns decidedly autumnal, we are now considering which hives 
might have enough surplus stores to allow another honey extraction. This is a judgement call, because it is 
vitally important to ensure each hive has stored enough honey to feed their colonies through the coming 
winter, when they are unable to fly and forage for themselves. Recently, the bees have been collecting pollen 
and nectar from bramble flowers and clover. After this there will be increasingly fewer flowers coming into 
bloom, so honey stocks are unlikely to swell much further. Nonetheless Justine and I believe that we will be 
able to extract a further 150lbs of honey this month – as long as the weather does not markedly deteriorate. 
Together with the 150lbs of mostly oil-seed rape honey extracted in June, it means we shall have harvested 
around 300lbs of honey in total for this year – an average of 20lbs per hive and some 30% below what is 
considered an average year - but a massive improvement on the meagre forecast we had gloomily 
anticipated after the cold, wet spring dashed our hopes of a bumper yield.  

Our upcoming tasks this month are conducted very much with winter survival in mind. They include:  

Reducing the entrance size of the hives to make it easier for the bees to guard against stronger insect 
predators, such as wasps, hornets, or even bees from larger hives. 

Reducing the number of Varroa in each hive – Varroa are parasites that live on the bodies of bees, gradually 
weakening them. Left unchecked they can cause a hive to die out, which is unusual behaviour for a creature 
that needs its host to survive. 

Feeding those hives that lack sufficient food stocks. Each hive needs some 30lbs of food to survive a winter - 
more for extra-large colonies with more bees. 

Reducing the size of the hives, so the bees are more confined and better able to maintain sufficient warmth in 
the cold months to come. 

Deciding whether any small hives might stand a better chance of surviving winter if they are combined with 
others. This is a very risky procedure and I will elaborate more on it next month.  

In the meantime, keep your eyes (and ears) out for another influx of honey at the Post Office in the coming 
weeks. Here’s hoping!  

Duncan Currall 
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Sponsored Walk for Home Start  
Our 8 year old son Jude has been wanting to raise money for a 
charity for a long time, in particular to help children and 
families. Living through the impact of the pandemic has got 
him thinking about how to help others around us in our 
community, so he will be raising money for Home Start.  

Home Start provides emotional and practical support for 
families with at least 1 child under 12 who are dealing with 
problems such as isolation, sickness, mental health issues, 
difficult relationships and stress. They cover  Plymouth, Torbay, 
South Hams and West Devon. As well as raising money, he 
hopes to raise the profile of the charity for anyone that might 
need their support.  

Jude undertook a sponsored walk on the 15th August covering 
10 Tors in 10 miles on Dartmoor starting and finishing at Hound 
Tor including;  
Hound Tor, Honey Bag Tor, Chinkwell Tor, Bell Tor, Top Tor, Pil Tor, 
Rippon Tor, Saddle Tor, Haytor and Holwell Tor. 

If you are able to sponsor Jude then we have set up a page on 
JustGiving, we welcome any support. Thank you 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Abigail-Brown26 

Ali Brown, Jude and Family  Jude and his brother on Hound Tor

                                      Lets Dig For Modbury! 
Do you have a garden, allotment or a window box and enjoy growing your own 
fruit, flowers and vegetables? Would you like to learn more or help others 
increase their gardening skills and improve the environment at the same time? 

If the answer to either of the above is ‘yes’ then perhaps we should consider a 
Modbury Gardening Club. 

Interested? Then please read on … 

Young and old - we can all share our gardening tips - some may be useful, some 
may be absolutely overgrown with inaccuracies!  Nothing is more pleasurable 
these days, (well, almost) than cutting your own fresh flowers and/or picking and cooking home grown 
vegetables, and the Modbury Produce Show has, in the past, been proof of individuals’ endeavours. 

For many it has been an odd year in the garden so your fruits may not have been as bountiful as your 
intensive labour, but perhaps by helping others in the form of a local Gardening Club we could all prosper – 
horticulturally speaking, of course. 

I am not a gardening expert but I am willing to  set up a Gardening Club section - initially on the ‘Next Door’ 
neighbourhood website and would welcome any ‘constructive’ views/assistance in fertilising its 
propagation!. We could initially be Internet based but then potentially expand that into meetings, etc. 
depending on the level of interest. 

So to participate go to the  ’Next Door’  website for more information. We will include non Internet users at 
the earliest opportunity, subject to the level of support received. 

Mervyn Kettle 

Pantomime Open Meeting at the Memorial Hall  
Saturday 18th September at 11.00 am 

The Modbury Pantomime this year will be 'Cinderella' on 6th, 7th and 8th January 2022. If you have any 
interest in being involved either on stage, back stage, front of house, painting scenery or assisting with 
costumes and make up, do please come along and learn more about our exciting plans for this production.  

Looking forward to seeing you next month. 

Nigel and Felicity Guild, Peter Lowe and Jo Highley 

https://nextdoor.co.uk/g/f9kajsdcl/?is=groups_section_rhr
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Abigail-Brown26


Modbury’s New Play Park an Instant Hit with Children and Parents 
Modbury’s new Memorial Hall Play Park opened on Saturday 24th July with a celebratory event attended by 
around 200 eager children, parents and residents. Unpredictable weather had the organisers worried, but 
after early morning rain, the skies cleared and everything dried out in time for the opening ceremony 
performed by Modbury’s May King and Queen, Leo Thorns and Sophia Parnell, under the watchful eye of 
town crier David Scott. 

Councillor Tom Coates who had led the Parish Council’s play park renewal team, gave a brief summary of 
the journey that ended with the opening of the new play park. “Through their engagement with the project, 
the community, the school and the children had given the team a really good brief on what was wanted” 
Tom told the audience. “Initially funded by a grant from South Hams District Council, the community’s wish list 
could only be fully met my raising further funds. A lottery grant and outstanding contributions from local 
businesses and members of the community had made it all possible” said Tom. 

As the ribbon was cut the King and Queen made their 
inaugural descent from the platform down the slide and 
the play park was officially open. There followed a fun filled 
afternoon as children tried out every piece of new play 
equipment while parents watched or joined in. 

Renowned storyteller Sara Hurley captivated parents and 
children alike with her traditional tales. Modbury’s own 
Ukulele Band kept everyone toe-tappingly entertained with 
their extensive repertoire of popular songs. Children 
queued to have a free lucky dip in Captain Blackjelly’s 
pirate treasure chest whilst others relaxed with drinks, hot 
dogs and home-made cakes donated by the pre-school 
mums and other Modbury bakers. 

The children’s delight at their new play park was clear to see on happy, smiling faces and the sound of 
laughter and shrieks. The new play park is now on two levels, utilising the whole site. As well as lots more 
challenging play features there are quiet spots, a sensory area, and a wild meadow stretch with bird boxes 
and bug hotels made by the children of Modbury. There is also much more seating, making it easier for 
parents and grandparents to not only keep an eye on their children but to take in the stunning setting of the 
play park which looks out across the town to the hills beyond. The new seating and tables make it a perfect 
picnic spot. 

Cllr Jonathan Hawkins, South Hams District Council Executive Member for Leisure and Health and Wellbeing 
said: “This superbly reinvigorated play park is a perfect example of what can be achieved when the people 
who use the space – the children and parents – get involved. The Parish Council worked closely with the 
community and local school to find out what our young people wanted. The result is a totally redesigned 
space to play and picnic that I know will bring joy to residents of all ages.” 

“I’m delighted that South Hams District Council was able to support the Parish Council in this brilliant project 
by allocating over £53,000 of S106 funds from the Bloor Palm Cross Phase Two development to help pay for 

the new play equipment and its 
ongoing maintenance. Play parks 
like this are so important to our 
younger residents and their families, 
giving an opportunity to learn 
crucial new skills and exercise all 
whilst having fun. I am sure this 
fantast ic new faci l i ty wi l l be 
enjoyed by everyone who uses it.” 

One young mum summed up just 
how much better the new play 
park is. “This is really life transforming 
for Modbury mums” she said “last 
year, in the school holidays, I would 
have to bundle the kids in the car 
and think of somewhere to take 
them. Now we can just walk here 
and spend a couple of hours. 
There’s so much for them to do.” 

Colin Whybrow 
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END OF AN ERA: JUNGLIE LEGEND  
DAVID WEST MBE BIDS FAREWELL TO THE ROYAL MARINES AND THE ARCTIC AFTER 43 YEARS 

5th September 1978 - 5th September 2021 

A Royal Marine stalwart who has been at the 
forefront of Arctic flying for three-and-a-half 
decades has completed his final winter in 
the frozen north - just as his youngest son,  
Royal Marine Angus West, completes his first. 
Falkland War veteran and Commando 
Helicopter Force Legend Lieutenant Colonel 
Dave West MBE is leaving the Royal Marines 
after serving 43 years as part of the Royal 
Navy’s elite, he does so as his youngest son, 
Royal Marine Angus West completes his first 
Arctic deployment. 

Dave has wrapped up his 35th winter mission 
and 43-year career that has seen him fly 
countless flights as a helicopter pilot and 
instructor over the high north help modernise 
Arctic flying training and herald a new era of 
Royal Navy rotary aviation in the transition from Sea King to Merlin aircraft.  

In a moment he will ‘treasure forever’ Dave - who 
has spent up to six months most years in the Arctic 
since 1984 - was able to watch his son Angus go 
through a commando’s rite of passage, the 
infamous ice-breaking drills to test responses to 
cold shock on his final outing in Norway. Arctic 
baptism of ice - that every Norway newbie must 
go through - marked a passing of the mantle from 
one West to another after a three and a half 
decades. 

“Completing the ice-breaker drills with my dad 
watching was a really proud moment” said Angus 
“He’s been a massive support throughout my 
career offering advice wherever it was needed. " 

“For him to be at this milestone was a huge 
privilege for me, just as it was when he was the one 

to hand me my green beret at the end of my ’30 miler’ something I will never forget.  

“Being able to go out to Norway before my dad’s retirement has been quite fitting because my first trip to 
Norway is my dad’s last."  

“I am immensely proud of his career and everything he has achieved. To listen to people that have worked 
with dad hold so much respect for him is 
genuinely heart-warming." 

“Although I am proud to follow his footsteps 
it is hard to fully grasp the full extent of his 
achievements within his career." 

“Anyone who knows him will agree he is a 
very modest and of course, well-respected 
member of the Royal Marines.”  

Dave has been at the helm of Exercise 
Clockwork—the cold weather f lying 
training 200 miles inside the Arctic Circle in 
northern Norway. 

Dave’s time in charge crossed over with 
the 50th anniversary of Clockwork, which 
was marked with a royal visit from Prince 
Harry.                                         
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The Norwegian winter is as stunning as it is brutally cold and is a place 
Dave has a great affinity for having flown Lynx, Gazelles, the iconic Sea 
King MK4 and his final flight during his last month in Norway was in the 
British Army’s Apache attack helicopter, over the icy landscape.           

Dave started out with 42 Commando in 1978 and was with the unit 
during the Falklands War in 1982. Prior to the Falklands, he completed 
the Cold Weather Warfare Course that new generations of marines still 
go through today. Four years later he qualified as an aircrewman, 
flying Wessex MK5s and Sea-Kings MK4s and was back in the frozen 
north regularly from then on. He subsequently became a pilot and later 
qualified as a helicopter instructor, becoming a member of the Naval 
Flying Standards team, one of the most experienced pilots in the British 
Military. Dave came through the ranks and became a Warrant Officer 
First Class before being commissioned in 2002 and is leaving as a 
Lieutenant Colonel Royal Marine. 

“There are too many highs and lows 
over 43 years of service to mention” 
said Dave but he only hopes that his 
son Angus has the same opportunities 

that he had. 

Dave has received National recognition for his services to the Royal 
Marines, by being made a Member of the British Empire in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List in 
October 2020. 

We salute you Lt. Col. 
David West MBE and thank 
y o u f o r y o u r t i m e 
in service. 

Welcome home. 
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The new surface 

Modbury Twinning Association 

Modbury Twinning Association is p l a n n i n g a 
social BBQ on Sunday September 5th starting at 12.00 
on the lawn at 29 Long Park, thanks to hosts Linda and 
Nick Hanbury.   All members and potential members 
welcome, let Mark Lawrence know if you plan to 
come in case it needs to be cancelled due to 
inclement weather. (mark.lawrence45@gmail.com  
07900487826). 

Lit BBQ's will be provided just bring your own food, 
drink, plates and chairs.  It'll be great to meet up again 
and renew old friendships.  There won't be any charge 
for this event. 
A date for your diary - Friday November 19th our 
annual wine tasting evening, always a popular event.  
Seven delicious wines to taste plus nibbles for just 
£12.50 a head.  Let Mark know if you want a ticket.  

New members always welcome.   Hopefully we will be 
able to receive our friends from Lanveoc next Spring, 
only two years late! 

Mark Lawrence 

mailto:mark.lawrence45@gmail.com
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Apple Day Brings a Pressing Need for Apples 
Another of Modbury’s annual events is making a welcome return. Saturday October 2nd will be Apple Day. This 
is when we press the apples from our community orchards to make delicious juice which we use for 
refreshments at various Modbury events like the January Wassail, where we serve it mulled. You can also take a 
bottle or two home and make a small donation towards the cost of running Apple Day, such as hiring the 
press. 
Due to the very cold April, followed by a very wet May, the apple blossom got hit pretty badly this year and as 
a result quite a lot of fruit did not set. If you have your own apple trees you have probably experienced the 
same problem. 
So this year we are making an appeal for people to donate any surplus apples they may have so we can 
keep the apple press turning and the juice flowing. 
Other Apple Day Activities 
Think you know your ‘Billy Down Pippin’ from your ‘Slack Ma Girdle’, well you can try traditional Devon apple 
varieties, grown in our own community orchards, on Apple Day. Bring the family and have fun with Apple 
Printing and using free craft materials to create and make your own Apple Critters or try the ancient sport of 
Apple Bobbing (we’ll have a dry towel or two ready). 
If you have any apples to spare for pressing, please bring then to the Memorial Hall car park by mid-morning 
on Saturday 2nd October. Maybe you have an unharvested crop that you need a hand with. . .  we cannot 
promise, but by all means ask if we can help with picking. Please give us plenty of notice. 
If you don’t have enough apples for juicing but enough to make a pie, a crumble, a tart or an apple cake then 
why not don your apron and bake us a prize for our Apple Tombola table. You can drop it off at Pickles a few 
days before or bring it up to us on the day.  
We plan to hold the table-top activities outside but under cover in the new play park at the Memorial Hall. 
We are also looking for volunteers to help with the pressing, so if you want to join in and discover this ancient 
tradition, just drop an email to landscape@rathbonepartnership.co.uk and mark it Apple Day. 

Colin Whybrow 

mailto:landscape@rathbonepartnership.co.uk


Local Landscape Architects Design National Police Memorial 
Modbury Landscape Architects, the Rathbone Partnership have designed the new National Police Memorial 
with Walter Jack Studio of Bristol, opened on 28th July by Prince Charles. We were honoured 7 years ago to 
win the selection process to design a National Memorial to the UK police force. This has been a challenge to 
create a powerful and meaningful space for bereaved families on this low lying, old landfill site at the National 
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire.  

Inspired by the simplicity and sense of 
peace and place at the Blackdown Rings; 
and the ideas of a Thin Place, mentioned 
to us by the Police Chaplain David 
Wibraham, we designed a large circular 
earthworks. The idea of a Thin Place 
comes from Celtic spirituality, where in 
special places, heaven seems closer to the 
earth. The circular earthworks would 
provide higher ground for tree planting, a 
sense of enclosure and privacy in the busy 
arboretum; and a serene, peaceful place 
to reflect and hopefully grow stronger. We 
have created a new damp meadow and 
clothed the outer earthworks in wild 
flowers to contrast with the neatly mown 
lawn inside the memorial space. There is a 
curved path through the meadow, so that 
you journey through the ‘rough ground’ 
before you reach the special Memorial 
space. 

We worked in partnership with the artist Walter Jack, who created the 12m high brass portal. This portal 
represents the door that the public run from and the Police enter through. The brass portal contains many 
hundreds of leaf shaped apertures, gilded in gold leaf. These represent courage, sacrifice and the lives that 
have been lost. 

Other projects we have worked on include gardens in Devon, Cornwall and around London, an arts orchard 
project for the National Trust in Herefordshire and the Tate St Ives roof garden in Cornwall. In every project we 
aim to increase biodiversity by planting trees, meadows and native plants wherever possible. 

https://www.ukpolicememorial.com/dedication-ceremony 

www.rathbonepartnership.co.uk                                                                                                     Charlotte Rathbone
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Back to the Future - Ivybridge U3A 
IVYBRIDGE U3A are back with a bang after an 18-month enforced lockdown due 
to Coronavirus precautions. Two major meetings will showcase how the future is 
shaping up as members and friends look to pick up the threads of their lives. 

On Monday, August 16, the executive committee hosted a welcome back social at The Watermark, 
Ivybridge starting at 2pm.  New and returning members were welcomed and tea, cakes and coffee were 
served. At present, facemasks will still be needed to enter the building but, once seated, they will be 
optional. 

On September 20 the 10th anniversary meeting will be held – actually this is really the 11th year of Ivybridge 
U3A - but the pandemic put paid to any earlier thoughts of celebrations. The keynote speaker on this 
occasion will be the former MP, Ann Widdecombe who, apart from her lengthy parliamentary career, won a 
new legion of fans when she gamely took part in the BBC production Strictly Come Dancing, where she was 
accompanied by Anton bu Beke. Although the couple received regular harsh criticism from the judges, they 
were such firm favourites with the viewers that they remained in the show for many weeks. 

General monthly meetings are already planned for the rest of 2021 with Nick Bailey talking on ‘Radio 
Caroline to Classic FM’ in October and Marilyn Bishop on the ‘Art of Deception, Fakes and Forgeries’ in 
November. 

On December 6 members will be sure to enjoy the annual Christmas party. 

In spite of the unexpected break in U3A activities, there has been only a marginal fall-off in membership and, 
with many new enquiries already in the pipeline, committee members are sure that the organisation can 
look to the future with confidence. 

Apart from the monthly meeting at the Watermark there is already a full list of U3A group meetings in the 
programme. 

For further details visit the website at www.ivybridge-u3a.org.uk                                                   Stephen Harvey
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Bedroom to Business Programme September - November 2021 
The Business & IP Centre Devon (BIPC) is excited to announce the Bedroom to Business programme. 

Do you want to make your business idea a reality?   Not sure where to start?   Our Bedroom to Business 
programme includes a Growth Accelerator course with sales trainer James White.   In addition, our team of 
30 experts will provide supplementary workshops covering topics including: mindset, visioning, profit/loss 
forecasting and writing a business plan.  All the webinars are delivered online and all are FREE to access! 

The 13-week programme includes all the steps and tools you need to make your dream a reality. 

For more details including the full programme see the BIPC Devon website:  Business & IP Centre Devon 
(librariesunlimited.org.uk)  

In other exciting news, we have partnered with NatWest to provide Start-Up grants and support for female 
founders. For more details on how to apply for a 'She Started It' grant check out: Startup Grant for Female 
Founders - Business & IP Centre Devon (librariesunlimited.org.uk) 

Lisa D'Alberti

Startup Grant for Female Founders - 
Business & IP Centre Devon 

BIPC Devon will deliver flexible small-
scale consultancy and business support 
packages to over 200 new start 
businesses across Devon, using a grant 
donated by NatWest. 

bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk

https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/
https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/
https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/startup-grant-for-female-founders/
https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/startup-grant-for-female-founders/
https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/startup-grant-for-female-founders/
http://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/


 

Free Support to Help Farmers Navigate the Agricultural Transition 

Business Information Point is providing free, tailored one to one advice, webinars, 
and business skills development workshops to help farmers and land managers 
navigate the changes brought about by the Agricultural Transition. 

Between 2021 and 2027, the government will gradually reduce and then stop Direct 
Payments. Instead, farmers will be supported to improve the environment, improve 
animal health and welfare, and reduce carbon emissions. 

The move away from Direct Payments will be a big change for some farmers, so they will happen 
over a 7-year transition period to give time to plan and adjust. The Future Farming Resilience Fund 
has been funded by Defra to allow us to support farmers and land managers with this transition. 

The support is free and available from September 2021 to February 2022 to any farmer or land 
manager currently in receipt of BPS payments and we can support farmers throughout Devon and 
Somerset. 

Initially we will be running several free, local workshops to discuss the changes coming through the 
transition and look at new funding options, as well as planning strategies for the future, such as 
diversification and productivity improvements. All the workshops include a free buffet and refreshments. 

The workshops we are running locally are: 
• Thursday, 9th September, 7pm to 9.30pm at the Modbury Memorial Hall 
• Tuesday, 21st September, 7pm to 9.30pm at the Halwell & Moreleigh Village Hall 

For full details of the support and to register on any of the workshops please visit our website -                  
https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/ or call 01837 659 059. 

James Werb

Holbeton Film Club is Restarting! 
Our first screening in 18 months is The Good Liar (certificate 15, very strong 
language, strong violence, gory image, sexual violence, nudity), directed by Bill 
Condon. Consummate con man Roy Courtnay (Ian McKellen) has set his sights on 
his latest mark: the recently widowed Betty McLeish (Helen Mirren), worth millions. 
But this time, what should have been a simple swindle escalates into a cat-and-
mouse game with the ultimate stakes.  

This is showing on Saturday the 11th September in Holbeton Village Hall.  Doors 
open 7pm. The programme starts at 
7:30pm. Tickets on the door £4. Teas, 
coffees and ice creams will also be on 
sale. 

Coronavirus: We would ask that you 
attend only if fully vaccinated (though no 

documentation is required). Please also note that at the time of 
writing although we expect to be able to start screening in 
September, anything could change!  

For up to date information please go to our webpage: just Google 
“Holbeton film club”, or ring me. 

Our programme for the coming months is:  

Friday October 8th: Dark Waters 
Saturday November 13th: 1917 
Friday December 10th: Yesterday 
Saturday January 8th: Official Secrets 
Friday February 11th: The Father 
Saturday March 12th: Nomadland 

Harry Baumer 830274 
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Hot drinks   •   Snacks   •   Songs   •   Bible story   •   Craft 
Baking activity   •   Parachute games   •   Outdoor walks 

Contact: louise_rowland@hotmail.com

Thursday Mornings Term Time 
9.15-11.15am

St Georges church, Modbury

https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/
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Royal British Legion - Modbury Branch 
The next meeting of the Modbury and District Branch of the Royal British Legion will 
take place on Monday 4th October 2021 starting at 7.30pm, when it will be hoped to 
continue having a face to face meeting in The Club, provided that the COVID 
guidelines do allow. New members are always most welcome. This meeting will be 
the Annual General Meeting when the Officials of the Branch will be elected.      

David Scott (Hon Secretary)

Your one stop 
shop for all your 

computing needs 
Do you need help with your computer, mobile 

phone, iPad or tablet?   
Would you like to learn more?  

Does your computer need repairing or 
upgrading? 

Contact us for professional help at a reasonable price.  

Chris 07722254064        Lynne 07806559465 
bcsmodbury@gmail.com

SOUTH HAMS  
MOBILE LIBRARY   
Saturday Sept 4th 
Poundwell Square     
09:45 to 12:15  
Tuesday Sept 14th 
Ayleston Park  
14:45 to 15:30 
Poundwell Square  
15:35 to 
16:35 

To advertise in the Modbury Messenger 

www.modburymessengercic.co.uk 

modburymessengercic@gmail.com

http://www.modbirymessengercic.co.uk


 

MONTHLY FLAG HOIST COMPETITION AT PALM CROSS GREEN  
DURING AUTUMN STARTING IN SEPTEMBER 

 
With the agreement of Modbury Parish Council, a monthly competition will be held on a couple of days a 
month whereby persons will identify the flag hoists on both the Starboard and Port yardarms on the days 
indicated with a “?” in the monthly table of the intended flag hoists, as shown below. The flag hoists will only 
use the International Code of Signal Flags, which can be found at: 

international code of signal flags - Bing  

Or in the online verion of the Modbury Messenger at www.modburymessengercic.co.uk 

If you cannot access copies online then a few printed copies are available from 3 Modbury Court. 

This is intended to be a bit of fun for everyone taking part, whether as individuals, or families. 

Participants (only Modbury residents) will need to complete the entry form below and then hand into Modbury 
Court number 3 (George Rosevear Office) by the 9th day of the month, when all correct answers will be 
placed in a hat and a draw will take place. The winner will receive a prize. The idea of the competition is to 
enable persons to identify the International Code of Signal Flags and add more interest to the Palm Cross 
Green monthly Flag Hoists.   

The winner will be notified and the correct Flag Hoists will be promulgated in the following month’s Modbury 
Messenger.                                                                                                    

 David Scott, Modbury Chief Yeoman 

FLAG COMPETITION ENTRY FORM 

1. Please note that if the wind is above 20 knots the intended flag hoist will not take place. 
2. The intended flag hoist will not take place if the Modbury Chief Yeoman is absent. 
3. All the Signal Hoists are done using the various Country/National Ensigns and the International Code of Signals Flags. 
4. Starboard Yardarm (Plymouth)-West, will have the event wording, (which sometimes is abbreviated – only 7 or 8 flags 

can be flown). 
5. Port Yardarm (Modbury)-East, will have the year. Answer Pennant (Ans) will indicate the start (when at the top) or end 

(when at the bottom). 
6. 1st ,2nd ,3rd substitute flags will be used whenever a flag flown earlier/higher in the hoist is to be repeated. eg 1911 = 

1,9,1stsub,3rdsub.  
7. If there is a significant event which does take place, additional signal flag hoists will be arranged, subject to the note 1 

above.  
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Name: Address: Contact Tel No:

Starboard Yardarm 
Flag Hoist – west 
(Plymouth)

Port Yardarm Flag 
Hoist  
- east (Modbury) 

Date Masthead Starboard Yard (Plymouth) 
- West

Port Yard (Modbury) 
- East

Event

03 Red Ensign W1stsub2 Ans1933rdsub MN Day. Start of WW2 1939

05 Paralympics TOKY2ndsub 20AnsEND End of Paralympic Games in 
Tokyo

6 ? ? Monthly Competition Day

07 London Flag BLITZ Ans1940 Start of London Blitz 1940

08 ? ? Monthly Competition Day

13 Army QUEB3rdsubC 1759 Battle of Quebec 1759

15 RAF Ensign BRITA3rdsubN 1940 Battle of Britain Day 1940

16 St George Cross MAYFLOWER 1620 Sailing of Mayflower 1620 

19 RAF Ensign BRITA3rdsubN  SUN Battle of Britain Sunday 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=international+code+of+signal+flags&form=ANNTH1&refig=c1f4af0423ad4ac885a992ce42a34612
http://www.modburymessengercic.co.uk
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FITNESS AT HOME 
Home Based Personal 

Training 

Chair-Based Exercise for 
Seniors 

Safe Fitness Training to 
improve a medical 

condition 

 07825565823 

 

WWW.FITNESS-ATHOME.CO.UK 

Our level 2/3 (Max. 90mins duration) Tuesday walk dates for 
September are: 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th September. We meet at 
9.45am at Poundwell Meadow car park to start our walks at 
10am. 

Walk Leader contact details:-   

Sue Rogers    01548 831289 Catherine Speight    01548 830195    Ann Brooks    01548 550300  
Deena Farrell   01548 83 0692 Jean Wright     01548 810029 

     Sue Rogers 

From Colin Pincombe 
Impact Volunteer Partner 
for St Luke’s Hospice 
in the South Hams

 
 

ARTS TRAIL 2021 
 

15 Local Talented Artists - Makers - Creators  
 

are exhibiting at the historic building,  
 

The Clay Factory, near Bittaford 
 

Fine Art | Printmaking | Jewellery | Glassware | Photography | Sculptures | Leather and Textiles 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11 – 26 September 2021  
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays 
 
The Clay Factory 
David’s Lane 
Redlake Trading Estate 
Ivybridge 
Devon 
PL21 0EZ 

 
 



 

MODBURY MESSENGER CIC 
Modbury Messenger CIC is a Community Interest Company and as such is registered by the Registrar of 
Companies for England & Wales, Northern Ireland or Scotland. A Community Interest Company is a special 
type of not-for-profit limited company which exists to benefit the community. The purpose of Modbury 
Messenger CIC is to disseminate information about events, notices and articles of interest to the people of 
Modbury and it does this by publishing the Modbury Messenger, a printed newsletter, every month with 1000 
copies delivered to homes and businesses within the Parish of Modbury. An online copy of the Modbury 
Messenger is available to neighbouring communities, advertised via social media and on our website 
modburymessengercic.co.uk 

Advertisers are charged a fee for advertising in the Modbury Messenger and this covers the cost of 
producing the Modbury Messenger. The Board of Directors, Company Secretary, Editor, Proofreaders and 
Distributors are all volunteers.  

Directors of Modbury Messenger: Christopher Barnes, Diana Lynne Barnes, Burda Gage, Bernard Taylor. 
Company Secretary: George Rosevear. 
Editorial Committee: John Bower, Lynne Barnes, Nicky Shepley, Mark Lawrence. 
Modbury Messenger CIC has produced the Modbury Messenger as an independent CIC since September 
2018. Previously it was published by Modbury Parish Council. 
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Modbury Messenger October Copy Date 10th September 
The copy date for the October2021 Modbury Messenger is 10th September. Please email all articles, notices 
of events and paid advertisements to modburymessengercic@gmail.com.  
The Modbury Messenger is published by Modbury Messenger CIC and is printed by Kingfisher Print. The views 
expressed in the Messenger do not necessarily represent those of Modbury Messenger CIC. 
The  Editorial  Committee  reserve the   right  to  précis/abbreviate any  copy  submitted  for  inclusion in the 
Modbury Messenger. Their decision is final. The contents of the Modbury Messenger may not be reproduced 
in any form without the prior written permission of Modbury Messenger CIC. 

modburymessengercic@gmail.com

http://modburymessengercic.co.uk
mailto:modburymessengercic@gmail.com
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	Contacts:
	MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL
	Modbury Parish Council Office, 2 Galpin Street. PL21 0QA
	01548 830222             email parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk
	Diary of a Local Beekeeper – Updates and Autumnal Review
	Cllr Jonathan Hawkins, South Hams District Council Executive Member for Leisure and Health and Wellbeing said: “This superbly reinvigorated play park is a perfect example of what can be achieved when the people who use the space – the children and parents – get involved. The Parish Council worked closely with the community and local school to find out what our young people wanted. The result is a totally redesigned space to play and picnic that I know will bring joy to residents of all ages.”
	“I’m delighted that South Hams District Council was able to support the Parish Council in this brilliant project by allocating over £53,000 of S106 funds from the Bloor Palm Cross Phase Two development to help pay for the new play equipment and its ongoing maintenance. Play parks like this are so important to our younger residents and their families, giving an opportunity to learn crucial new skills and exercise all whilst having fun. I am sure this fantastic new facility will be enjoyed by everyone who uses it.”
	Thursday, 9th September, 7pm to 9.30pm at the Modbury Memorial Hall
	Tuesday, 21st September, 7pm to 9.30pm at the Halwell & Moreleigh Village Hall
	Participants (only Modbury residents) will need to complete the entry form below and then hand into Modbury Court number 3 (George Rosevear Office) by the 9th day of the month, when all correct answers will be placed in a hat and a draw will take place. The winner will receive a prize. The idea of the competition is to enable persons to identify the International Code of Signal Flags and add more interest to the Palm Cross Green monthly Flag Hoists.
	The winner will be notified and the correct Flag Hoists will be promulgated in the following month’s Modbury Messenger.
	Please note that if the wind is above 20 knots the intended flag hoist will not take place.
	The intended flag hoist will not take place if the Modbury Chief Yeoman is absent.
	All the Signal Hoists are done using the various Country/National Ensigns and the International Code of Signals Flags.
	Starboard Yardarm (Plymouth)-West, will have the event wording, (which sometimes is abbreviated – only 7 or 8 flags can be flown).
	Port Yardarm (Modbury)-East, will have the year. Answer Pennant (Ans) will indicate the start (when at the top) or end (when at the bottom).
	1st ,2nd ,3rd substitute flags will be used whenever a flag flown earlier/higher in the hoist is to be repeated. eg 1911 = 1,9,1stsub,3rdsub.
	If there is a significant event which does take place, additional signal flag hoists will be arranged, subject to the note 1 above.

