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Modbury Fair 2022
Well - we did it. The town was buzzing, the sun
shone, there were smiling, happy faces. The
events were well attended - so we guess you
were glad to have the May Fair back with all its
usual events!
There were a few things that
didn’t quite go to plan and hence a few
grumbles, but it wouldn’t be May Fair, if we
didn’t have those.
This year, after almost three years without a
May Fair, memories had faded as to how some
things were or ganised and by whom,
nevertheless, although the organising team
was small, there were a great many people, all
volunteers, who came forward to ensure the
Fair took place. So, we thank each and every
one of the people who helped, be it persons
who put road-closed signs out, acted as road
marshalls, put up the market stalls, herded
ducks, put up bunting, made floats and
costumes, made music, organised events,
Crowning of the May
decorated shop windows, held quizzes, the list
Fair King & Queen
goes on and on, you were all amazing. And of
course, we thank you, the people of Modbury for turning up to the events and really making it a year to
remember. We particularly want to thank David West who took on the co-ordination of road closures, for the
Mile and the Carnival, without his help those events would have been cancelled.
Two events were
particularly successful; the Brownies raised a magnificent £466 at the Bingo evening and the Music Mash
raised a wonderful £930 for Ukraine with the May Fair Committee adding another £70 to the total so £1000
was sent for Ukraine.
This year, the new event was the launch event of the Rooster Ramble, the magnificent roosters will be in
place until September after which they will be auctioned off. Please enjoy the walk, and find out about the
town you live in, by picking up a brochure from one of
the shops or visiting the Rooster Ramble website
www.roosterramble.co.uk.
Please note that there is a May Fair Facebook page, a
Rooster Ramble Facebook page, a May Fair Instagram
account and a Modbury Roosters page, so you can
give feedback, make comments and add pictures. If
anyone can help us with social media and even set up
a website for us, for next year, we would love to hear
from you.
Each May Fair money is raised and given to local
charities and societies, for particular projects. This year
we gave away over £2000 in grants. The Church has
already spent their grant on painting the Church gates!
Applications can be made now for next year.
Ira Young & Sarah Wyatt for May Fair Team
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MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Modbury Parish Council Annual Meeting at the QEII Pavilion
3rd May 7pm
Seven councillors were present; with apologies from George Rosevear and Ann Turner because of illness and
Cllr West & Keel who were on holiday. Jo Woodcock arrived part way through the meeting because of other
commitments. Five members of the public were present. The Devon County Councillor, Rufus Gilbert, was not
present.
Pete Watts was re-elected as Chair and Rob West as Vice Chair.
Mr Edwards and Mr Hutton from Baker Estates introduced themselves as they have an interest in the proposed
Penn Park Development. They are based in Newton Abbot and have done developments in Malborough,
Dartmouth and Dartington, and others around South Hams. They aim to build about 220 homes a year. They
have a blank page as to what they intended to do and will consult with the Parish Council and the residents
as things progress.
District Councillor’s Report: Bernard Taylor stated that a new Constitution is being developed for SHDC as the
existing one is 7 years old,
A discussion followed on the proposed work on the Barracks wall. A member of the public asked for details of
where the cost of the £140,000 came from for rebuilding the wall with the stone taken down and also the state
of the stones that were taken down as it has been rumoured that they are to be sold.
A letter is going to the Modbury History Society and the Parish Council detailing the £140,000 costs. The stones
are at present at the QEII Recreation Field and there is no intention to sell the stones. It is hoped that money
can be found to rebuild the wall as it was originally. The present plan is to replace the ‘OSB wood wall’ with a
plastic fence which will be more sturdy; the current wall could be blown over at any time. The replacement
plastic fence will give better security for the residents
Jubillee: The medals for the Modbury School pupils are on order.
South West Water: They will be consulting people regarding the proposed work in Church Street.
Planning
1208/22/
1235/22/FUL
0945/22/FUL
0829/22/FUL

TCA tree work at St Georges
Roof Lights, Pearse Gardens
Ludbrook - change of use
Widland Farm Cottage
Provision of equestrian/ agricultural building

Approved
Approved
No Comment
Objected

Proposal of temporary pavement seating at 11/12 Broad Street was supported.
Ukraine: Phil Smith stated that at present there are about 200 Ukrainians in the South Hams, with one family
close to Modbury. Seven households and one organisation have offered homes in Modbury.
It was agreed that Phil Smith, with help from Barbara Price, will look at setting up a support network
Community Engagement: The Parish Council will look at community engagement before pursuing internet
streaming of Parish Council meetings. They are also looking at the better use of social media for the council.
Barracks Road Parking: John Harvey has had a meeting with the Exeter Diocese as the school land is rented
from the Church of England.
MARS: The cricket nets have been completed and the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) has been improved.
Chris Barnes
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MARTIN MOWS
MARTIN FLEETWOOD
MOWING STRIMMING
HEDGECUTTING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Professional Friendly Reliable
No lawn too large or small
Over 35 years experience
managing estates
Please call to discuss your
requirements
07771892916

01752 896298

Martinmows20@gmail.com
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martinranwell@googlemail.com

St George’s Church
Please check our website for our current opening times

www.modburyteam.org
Welcome to St George's Church, Modbury
We are open every Sunday for public worship and the church is open every day if you wish to visit the
building for a time of personal prayer and contemplation.
Everyone is welcome and you can find out more about what is on offer from our website
www.modburyteam.org. If you want to speak to the Vicar, call Rev Matt on 01548 830260 or email
matt.rowland@modburyteam.org.
June

Service

Service Leader

Sunday 5th

11.00 Open Air Service at QEII Recreation Field to
commemorate the Platinum Jubilee of our Queen.

Rev. Matt Rowland

Sunday 12th

8.00 Holy Communion BCP
9.30 All Age Service

Rev. Matt Rowland
Rev. Matt Rowland and Helen Pickard

Sunday 19th

9.30 Holy Communion with Kids’ Church

Rev. Matt Rowland

Sunday 26th

9.30 Service of Sunday Worship

Michael Tagent

On a Kids' Church Sunday children start in Church with their families and then go to their group for age
appropriate Bible teaching, a fun session with games, prayer and craft. Each group has two adult leaders,
all DBS checked and having completed relevant Safeguarding courses. If you have any questions or would
like more information about Kids' Church, please contact Sara Chapman s.chapman@modburyteam.org

CHRISTIAN COMMENT: A Jubilee to Remember
In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will become the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee after 70
years of service. Over the years, the Queen has not been shy in sharing how her Christian faith has inspired
and motivated her.
In 2011 the Queen said:
Although we are capable of great acts of kindness, history teaches us that we
sometimes need saving from ourselves - from our recklessness or our greed.
God sent into a world a unique person - neither a philosopher nor a general
(important though they are) - but a saviour, with the power to forgive.
Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken families, it
can restore friendships and it can reconcile divided communities. It is in
forgiveness that we feel the power of God’s love.’
It has been clear in her own life that her experience of God’s forgiveness in
Jesus Christ has transformed her. For example, she worked to heal divisions in
Northern Ireland meeting with people from both sides of the conflict. In this she
showed great courage and generosity, especially as Prince Philip was brought
up by Earl Mountbatten, who was assassinated by the IRA.
On the Bank Holiday weekend in June we will be celebrating the Queen’s
service with a special church service. Join us as we give thanks to God for our
Servant Queen and the King she serves.
Times of services on the 5th June:
• Aveton Gifford 4pm on the Rectory Lawn
• Bigbury 11am at St Lawrence’s
• Kingston 11am at St James’ the Less
• Modbury 11am at the Queen Elizabeth II Recreational Ground with a
community picnic afterwards
• Ringmore 11am at All Hallows
Rev. Matt Rowland
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St Monica’s
Roman Catholic
Church, Modbury
St Austin’s Priory
Roman Catholic
Church, Cadleigh
01752 895888
ivybridge@prcdtr.org.uk
There will be mass at St.
Monica's RC
Church
Modbury on
the first Sunday
in each month
at 12 noon, Fr
Petroc Cob,
Dean of
Plymouth, will
be the
celebrant.

Holbeton Film Club
Official Secrets (15)
Nomadland (12A)
Belfast (12A)
Emma (PG)

Friday 10th June
Saturday 9th July
Friday 12th August
Saturday 10th September

Respect (12A)
Summerland (PG)
The Duke (12A)

Harry Baumer 01752 830274

MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Modbury Parish Council Office, 2 Galpin Street. PL21 0QA

Your Councillors are:
John Harvey
Oliver Jones
Barry Keel
Helen Nathanson
Barbara Price
George Rosevear
Phil Smith
Ann Turner
Andy Walker
Peter Watts (CHAIR)
Rob West (VICE-CHAIR)
Jo-Anne Woodcock

01548 830294

Friday 14th October
Saturday 12th November
Friday 9th December

01548 830222

email parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk

oliverjones@modburypc.co.uk
barrykeel@modburypc.co.uk
helennathanson@modburypc.co.uk
barbaraprice@modburypc.co.uk
georgerosevear@modburypc.co.uk
philsmith@modburypc.co.uk
annturner@modburypc.co.uk
andrewwalker@modburypc.co.uk
peterwatts@modburypc.co.uk
robwest@modburypc.co.uk
jowoodcock@modburypc.co.uk

07795 533704
01548 831427
07759282404
07721 918129
01548 830135
01548 831128

How can we help you?
Councillors run drop-in surgeries on Saturdays 10 – 11am in the Parish Office at 2 Galpin Street. The Parish
Clerk is in the Parish Council office on Tuesdays 10am – 4pm. Call into the office, phone, email or come
along to our meetings on the first Tuesday of every month and speak in the public forum.
Devon County Councillor (Salcombe Division):

Rufus Gilbert

South Hams District Councillor Charterlands Ward:

Tel: 01548 856659
rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk
Bernard Taylor Tel: 01548 830844
Cllr.Bernard.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk
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Modbury May Fair Winners
Treasure Hunt

Adults - Hopes and Pickards, Taylor family,
Children - Hailun, Abi Rossiter, Jack Ware, Lilah, Lottie Burrell

Shop Window Competition
1st
2nd
3rd
High Commended(4th )
High Commended (5th )

Carnival Cups

Pickles
Nicholas
St Lukes
Wild Goose
Shop at the Top

Individuals

Up too 11 years
Between 12-16 years
Adults

Abi Rossiter
Ben Tall
Angie Tall

Groups

Up too 11 years
Between 12-16 years
Adults

Modbury Pre-School
No entries
Della Nicolle

Motorised

Up to 16 years
Adults - no entries

Modbury Brownies

Modbury Mile Cups
Class
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Class Name
Mens Open
Ladies Open (Rose Bowl)
Boys 13-16 years
Girls 13-16 years
Boys under 13 years
Girls under 13 years
Modbury School Pupil
Mens over 40s
Mens over 50s
Ladies over 35
Ladies over 50
Fastest Modbury Resident
Boys 5-9yrs
Girls 5-9 years

Cup Sponsor
Luscombe Maye
Adrian Woods
JH Ferguson
Modbury Chamber
Kitchens by Dezine
Dave Garry Cup
Rossiter Shield
Petford Cup
Kitchens by Dezine
Fox's Tuck n Toys

Name
John Comston
Sally Erith
Tommy Pemberton
Isabella Truvell
Finn O Brian
Emily Rowland
Finn O Brian
Peter Hawkins
Tom Cann
Nic Atkinson
Lucy Brown
Peter Hawkins
EJ Smith
Molly May Burton
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Amazing Spaces - Next Steps
Part of St George’s Amazing Spaces project - Our stunning historic building is in need of
some TLC
Following our successful ‘Raising the Roof’ project in 2016 to re-roof the church and make
the building water-tight, we now need to complete the restoration and arrest further
decline to the fabric and heritage by undertaking a long list of essential internal repairs.
It will also provide a unique opportunity to make the building a warm, vibrant and
welcoming part of the community. Anyone who has visited the church recently will
know that this is a big undertaking, not least because the heating failed two years ago
and can’t be repaired.
So what are we going to do? Our immediate goal is to provide suitable heating for the building and
congregation by carrying out the following work:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Install Under Floor Heating in the void underneath the pews, choir stalls and west end floor. This will
involve removing the pews and remodelling the choir stalls
Renew the electrical circuits and wiring
Remove the step into the church by sloping the porch floor
Redecorate
Replace the lighting
Install a new Kitchen

A long list, but this will create an ‘amazing space’ that will incorporate many of the ideas that emerged from
the wide community consultation at the start of the Amazing Spaces project. The proposals will introduce
the benefits of modern technology but, at the same time, do not detract from the ancient appeal of a nine
hundred year old building. We hope that work will start later this year with the removal of the old heating
system, pews and pew bases before laying the insulation, heating piping and a new floor that complements
the flagstones in the aisles. At the same time, the porch floor will be re-laid with a gentle slope from the outer
doors so as to create a new level threshold at the inner doors and enable easy, unhindered access to all
areas. Ultimately we will replace the inner door with glass doors. Once the initial ground works have been
completed, we hope to address the repairs to the ceiling and render and redecorate the walls.
A new lighting system will deliver good lighting levels throughout the church as well as highlight architectural
features and provide specialist lighting for concerts and other events. The kitchen will remain at the back of
the church but has been completely redesigned and will provide a more flexible facility that is capable of
catering for a wide range of events. Crucial to creating a warm and welcoming space that meets modern
needs is the style of seating. The project team have reviewed many options and have been impressed by
how the lighter, modern bench and chair can be set within an historic space. A range of seating styles and
options are being considered and some trial chairs will be displayed in the church so that they can be
evaluated.
Please come and have a look at the plans on display in the church and try out the seating. The church is
open every day from around 9am to about 4pm. If you would like to help with this exciting, once in a lifetime
project that will benefit the whole community of Modbury, please contact Emma (831126) and let us know
what kind of skills you might be able to offer. We are particularly interested in putting together a team for
fundraising and publicity - we look forward to hearing from you.
Emma Romney
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Modbury Jubilee Celebrations in 1887
Earlier this year, a member of the History Society popped an envelope through my letterbox as she
thought I might find the contents of interest. It was in fact a report from the archives of Modbury’s
celebrations, one hundred and thirty-five years ago, on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s 50th
Jubilee. While much has changed since those times, other aspects are reassuringly familiar.
“On June 21st 1887 Modbury awoke to a beautiful, warm summer’s day with a pleasant breeze;
perfect for the elaborate outdoor event that was to follow and for which a great deal of preparation had been
made, in the hope of fine weather.” This year’s celebrations of Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee will be as
weather-dependent now as in Queen Victoria’s time. No change there then.
The following is an extract, from the records, of Modbury’s great celebration.
“The day started at 9:00am in the Parish church where the vicar Rev. G.C. Green and the Baptist Minister and
Wesleyan Preacher of the time conducted the service between them. Two additional verses to the national
Anthem were sung. These had been written specially for the great occasion.
The church service was followed by a Grand Procession which formed up in New Road at 10:30am, ready to
process at 11:00am. The route took in Back Lane, Traine Terrace, Galpin Street, Broad Street, Church Street, Barracks
Road, Cottage, Brownston Street and Poundwell Street."
Part of the procession must have been on wagons as a Wagons Committee had been formed.
"The procession was led by a mounted Bugler. The entourage that followed, included: the High Bailiff, Town Crier,
Portreeve, Foreman of the Jury and mounted Manor officials. Next came “The Queen” flanked by an escort of
mounted guards in military costume. These were followed by Officers and Midshipmen of the Navy, Mounted
Yeomanry, Ministers of all denominations, professional gentlemen, the Sunday Schools, Licenced Victuallers and
agricultural labourers, three abreast.
The Modbury Band followed ahead of members from each local craft and trade. These included: shepherds and
shepherdesses, wool combers, tailors, butchers, tanners, saddlers, a sweep, millwrights, wheelwrights, tinmen, stone
breakers and masons and many others. The Modbury Harriers with their Master Mr N.W.O. Pitts and Huntsman Doney,
brought up the rear.
Lunch was held in the streets at 1:30pm. Tables, covered in paper, were set out and stretched from the steps in
Church Street to New Road. The feast included: mutton, pork, new potatoes and bread, with cider or beer for the
adults and ginger beer for the under 12s."
An indication of the scale of this event can be seen from some of the food quantities. "One thousand lbs. of meat
was supplied at 6d per lb., bread, costing just under a penny a lb., was provided in 4lb. loaves. There were 800lbs. of
new potatoes and an allowance of a pint or beer or cider per person.
Sitting down for this street party were 1,484 people plus carvers and waiters who dined afterwards. The sick people
of the Parish were given a hot meal in their own home. All attending were asked to bring their own plates, knives
and forks.
After the lunch, sports took place, again in the streets for most part. There were flat races, tug-of-war, hurdles, egg
and spoon, sack races and climbing the greasy pole.
On the Bowling Green were held high jump and long jump events as well as a Grand Jubilee Race along a course
from New Road Corner, Brownston Street, Cottage and Barracks Road to Church Street. The prize was a special
Jubilee Cup.
Starting on Friday’s Hill, a steeplechase was run over
Traine Estate, down Brownston Street to Market Cross. The
winner collected a prize of ten shillings.

Modbury Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch
Sunday 5th June , 12 noon onwards
You are invited to stay at the Pavilion after the
service being held at 11am and bring your own
food, chairs and picnic gear.
The Modbury Inn will run a bar from 12 until 5pm and
there will be a volleyball net and various sporting
gear to play with.
If there is enough interest there will be a tug of war
so let the Parish Clerk know if you would like to enter
a team.
We hope to have groups/singers to
perform during the afternoon.
Modbury Parish Clerk

Tea was held at 6:00pm in the streets. Provisions included
500lbs of cake and over a thousand tough cakes. Eighty
ladies of the Parish presided over forty tea tables.
A bonfire had been erected on Hilly Beacon and at
9:30pm a torchlight procession, led by the band, left
Market Cross heading for the bonfire where fire balloons
were discharged. Each village seems to have vied with
the next to see which could count the most lit beacons.
Some claimed they could see forty or fifty across the
South Hams countryside.”
So all those heading for the Queen Elizabeth II
Recreation Ground bonfire and fireworks on Thursday 2nd
June this year will be keeping alive a tradition that goes
back at least one hundred and thirty five years.

Colin Whybrow
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Our volunteers continue to work tirelessly to help all those in our community who need our support.
Despite our application for funding from Devon County Council being unsuccessful for the first time, we
went ahead anyway delivered 244 hot meals to every child we support over the Easter holidays.
In the week ending 13th May we delivered 130 food parcels. This means we fed 350 individuals;191 adults
and 134 children. This equates to over 1000 meals a week to help those struggling to feed themselves. We
also helped 45 clients with fuel top-ups.
This is a typical week at the moment and we have approximately 5 new referrals each week.
Due to the cost of living crisis, more and more people are facing financial hardship and struggling to meet
their basic living costs. Our support helps those most in need by ensuring they have food and fuel which
avoids them having to make difficult decisions between eating and heating or paying their mortgage/rent
and bills.
Sadly, the cost of living crisis is affecting everyone and will continue to do so for some time to come. We
already supply some pet food for owners who are finding it difficult to provide for their pets. The last thing
we want is for a loving owner to have to give up their companion and real source of comfort, so we’re
setting up collection points across the area in the hope that we can keep families and their pets together.
The Blue Cross would like to see more food banks supply pet food so that people are forced to choose
between feeding themselves or their pets.
The types of donations you can make are:
• Food pouches for both dogs, cats and smaller household pets
• Dried biscuits/food
• Tins of pet food
• Pet accessories, such as blankets during the winter months
• Pet cleaning supplies, including pet shampoo
• Small toys
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give us a call on 07593 881633 or contact us through
our website.
Pre-covid Parish Church collections are being resurrected across the area – so please keep an eye out in
your villages for donation points for human and pet food.
Every donation of food or money is so gratefully received and goes directly into helping to provide food
parcels for our clients. However, a standing order is the most helpful way to help guarantee a monthly
income for the food bank to help us budget and more strategically meet the rising demand for our help.
Please follow the link for our bank: //www.kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk/donate-money
To further increase awareness of the Foodbank and to help raise funds we have set up Friends of
Kingsbridge Foodbank. For more information email: friendsoffoodbank@kingsbridgefoodbank.org.uk.
Thank you for your support.
Kingsbridge Food Bank
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MODBURY HISTORY SOCIETY SURVEY OF MODBURY BUILDINGS JUNE
2022
Modbury
History
Society

OBJECTIVES OF SURVEY: TO ESTABLISH A DATA BASE OF PROPERTIES IN THE HERITAGE TOWN OF
MODBURY THAT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO HISTORIANS AND FAMILY RESEARCHERS IN THE FUTURE.
METHODOLOGY: TO GATHER WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE OF MODBURY
PROPERTIES AND THE PEOPLE KNOWN TO HAVE LIVED IN THEM BY MEANS OF QUESTIONNAIRE
AND INTERVIEWS FOR KEEPING IN THE HISTORY SOCIETY’S ARCHIVES AND ON THE MODBURY
HERITAGE WEBSITE IN ACCORDANCE WITH DATA PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS.

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
Type of Property eg HOUSE, BUNGALOW, APARTMENT, DETACHED, ADJOINING, TERRACED
Age of your property:
Location of your property:
Size – number of living rooms, kitchen and utility and number of bedrooms and bathrooms etc:
Exterior Materials- Please specify whether:
Walls:
stone, rendered, brick, wood
Roofing materials:
thatch slate, stone, clay pantiles
Is your property a listed building and if so what rating?
Has your property been altered in the past and if so, how?
Does your property have an extension and if so when was it added?
Does your property have a garden and if so, then are you able to approximate its size?
at the front
at the back
Please specify whether there any other buildings in the gardens eg garages, barns, home offices?

What specific points of interest does your property have, if any?

Do you have any old documents relating to the construction or previous ownership of your house – eg deeds

Was your house used for a special purpose in the past (eg Public House, school)?
Do you know of any previous occupants who have lived in your house, their names and dates of residence?
If you live in an older property did any of the previous occupants work from home and if so what did they do?

Do you have any photographs of your property present or past that you would give permission to have copied
and included in the database?

Would you be willing to have photographs taken of the exterior of your property for the records?
Would you be willing to take part in an in-person interview about your property in person, by telephone,
through the mail or over the internet?
Please contact me rosiejaneparker@gmail.com for further information and details of how to return your
information.
Thank you so much for your help in gathering Modbury’s history.
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Rosemary Parker

Diary of a Local Bee-keeper – The return of the Swarming Season
Is there honey still for tea? Most certainly there is, after the first extraction of the season elicits a bumper harvest.
What a difference a year makes! Twelve months ago, I was bemoaning the
fall-out of a cold, wet spring, which delayed the blossoming of flowers and
shrubs and left our colonies struggling to bring in enough food to keep
themselves going. We had to give them sugar syrup supplements, or they
would have starved – something that has never been necessary before in
all my experience. This year in contrast, all our bees are looking incredibly
strong, thanks to the warm spring weather we’ve been enjoying. The fading
of the bright oil-seed rape flowers has been early this year, but still signals
that there should be no delay in removing the honey produced from this
prestigious crop before it starts to crystalize in the comb. As usual, we
picked the warmest day of the year so far (it seems always thus) to start the
extraction process, but the rewards were even better than our most
optimistic hopes. Even so, despite our expediency, we were only just in time,
for the honey is already setting in the jars.
To witness our strong, virile hives is most satisfying, of course, but it means the
swarming season is nigh - a natural process, granted, but which can
decimate hives, if the bees are left to their own devices. So this year, in
order to try to prevent such disasters, Justine and I have devised a cunning
plan. When necessary we are going to effect a ‘controlled swarm’ in order
to prevent the bees flying off who knows where and disappearing. This
means we must check all hives regularly – about every 10 days or so –
looking for queen cells, the presence of which marks an early warning sign
that a colony has swarming on its mind. When queen cells are spotted we
remove them as a first step. But if the colony insists on making new ones, we know it is time for more drastic
intervention. So our next step is basically to remove the old queen from the hive along with a number of worker
bees and put them in a new, small hive in a location well away from the original colony. Meanwhile, back in
the old hive, we reduce the number of queen cells down to two (we
have found twelve queen cells in one hive!), from which a new queen
will hatch and, after mating will begin a whole new egg-laying cycle.
Taking this action effectively allows the colony to continue with a new
queen, but we get to retain the original queen and her bees. However,
like most things the process is easier said than done. Sometimes the
queens can be impossible to spot amongst the moving mass of worker
bees and it’s not always clear if we have managed to remove them
successfully. All we can do is monitor the behaviour of these ‘swarms’
once in their new homes to see if the regal transfer went well. So far so
good, but it’s early days yet.
Right now there are lots of different plants and trees in bloom, offering
a wide selection of pollen and nectar. It’s important now to ensure
each hive has plenty of space and enough bee frames in which to
store honey stocks. A lack of space can be one reason why bees
decide to swarm, so it’s vital to given them room just now. We are
planning a further honey extraction in the near future, as soon as it is
fully ripe. As long as this fine weather continues, we are hoping for a
sizeable crop. Justine has supplies right now in the Post Office, which
are selling fast!
Duncan Currall
The walks on the 7th and 21st June will be local ones - meeting at Poundwell
car park at 9.45am for walks around Modbury - starting at 10.00am.
The walk on the 14th June will be around Thurlestone Golf Course - parking
has been arranged. The walk on the 28th June will be at Lixton - parking at Ann's farm.
Both Thurlestone and Lixton will need to be car shares so please speak to a walk leader at both previous
week's local walks so that arrangements can be made.
Walk Leader contact details:Sue Rogers
Jean Wright

01548 831289
01548 810029

Catherine Speight
Ann Brooks
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01548 830195
01548 550300

Sue Rogers

Hemlock Water Dropwort
(Oenanthe crocata)
Hemlock water dropwort is a biennial plant
that is native to the UK and mostly found in
damp marshy areas, or on the sides or
streams and riverbanks. It is easily confused
with cow parsley as it shares a similar colour
and is also an umbellifer in the structure of its
flowers. However, it is the most poisonous
plant we have in the UK and if eaten, it will
cause death. There is no known cure for its toxins and even the touching of its sap on bare skin will result in
burns and blisters.
The reason for bringing this plant to your attention is that it has become more widespread this Spring. Every
stream in the area that I have walked along seems to have it growing alongside. It is in the hedgerows as well
and I have even seen it in a garden in central Modbury. If left to its own devices, it is a good pollinator and
being biennial, it will live for 2 years, set its seed and then die off. However, it is the proximity of this plant to
people that will cause problems. Most of us will be sensible enough not to go around eating plants out of the
hedgerows that we cannot identify. However, if the unsuspecting gardener was to strim some of this hemlock
and cause the sap to splatter over themselves, then any uncovered skin will get badly burnt.
The safest way to remove the plant is to cut it at the base with shears, or a scythe and then remove the
foliage wearing gloves. If the plants are cut in the Spring, then they will not be able to go into flower and
then set seed. As biennials reproduce from seed, the plant’s lifecycle will be broken.
The roots are large fleshy white tubers and are in fact the most poisonous part of the plant. These are best left
in the ground to rot away naturally. The cut foliage can be left in a pile in the sun to dry out therefore
reducing its hazardous sap. It can then disposed of along with normal green waste.
Councillor Andy Walker, Modbury Parish Council

Homes for Ukraine Support
Team
As the humanitarian crisis in eastern Europe continues,
increasing numbers of Ukrainian families are now
arriving in the country. Over 200 are currently in the
pipeline to be settled in South Hams and West Devon
and some have already arrived in neighbouring
parishes although, at time of writing, none yet in
Modbury
At its meeting
on 3 May, the Parish Council has
Supported
by
decided to set up a Homes for Ukraine Support Team
in anticipation of the arrival of such families in our
community.
The intention is that anyone who has registered as a
sponsor under the scheme and is hosting a Ukrainian
family will be able to call on the team for support.
Advice from the main refugee agencies is that the
task of settling refugees – including all the
bureaucratic hurdles of registering for benefits, work,
schools, etc - is best undertaken by and within the
local community and that hosts cannot be expected
to do all that is required without such help.
So, if you need to call on such support, please
contact the Parish Council through the Parish Office
(Modbury 830222), the team leader Phil Smith (07759
282404) or assistant team leader, Barbara Price (07739
752095).
Councillor Phil Smith, Modbury Parish Council
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Modbury May Fair Music Night/Ukraine Benefit
There were moments during this uplifting, fun and, at times, high energy musical evening, when it might have
been easy to forget the terrible plight of the people of Ukraine. Fortunately, the legacy of some of the world’s
greatest singer-songwriters is a library of powerful protest songs that serve as a reminder, raising the spirits and
giving hope in times of crisis. Several of these songs were performed at this May Fair event in Modbury’s
Memorial Hall.
Curtis Mayfield’s People Get Ready is more than 60 years old and Labi Siffre’s Something Inside So Strong is
from 1984, yet their lyrics and powerful messages of endeavour are as relevant today as they were when they
were written. Both songs were showcased in a remarkable collaboration between Modbury’s Gospel Singers
and local Americana & Roots band The Dust Devils. And a more recent gospel song, The Light by Michael
Kiwanuka, was another timely reminder that, all over the world, struggles continue and there is always a need
for hope.
T h e ro o t s o f g o s p e l s i n g i n g a re i n
communities and the Modbury Gospel
Singers are a true reflection of the genre,
bringing us wonderful harmonies that stir
the souls of both their audiences and,
visibly, the singers themselves. Songs like
What a Wonderful World and Wonder are
poetic reminders of brighter days ahead.
The Dust Devils, also Modbury-based, are 4
multi-instrumentalists mining rich seams of
roots, blues and folk music with an
impressive array of guitars, banjo, steel
guitar and mandolin. Highlights from their
own repertoire included Angel of Montgomery and Copperhead Road. And who knew the words of Pinball
Wizard could be sung to the tune of Johnny Cash’s Folsom Prison? The band was formed in 2019 and
COVID-19 lockdowns struck just as the bookings were starting to pour in from the region’s folk clubs and
acoustic nights. Expect them to be very busy in the months ahead.
It was easy to see why Dr Oz, the final act of the evening, is already established as one of the most indemand festival, party and wedding bands in the South West. The tables and chairs were pushed back and
very quickly this 7-piece soul, funk and disco band had the whole audience dancing to a lively mix of classic
floor-filling hits from the last 5 decades. Ska versions of Seven Nation Army and Bad Guy were stand-out
audience favourites and no-one dared miss the Love Train as it snaked its way round the hall. The final song of
the evening, We Are Family was dedicated to the people of Ukraine as a reminder that our communities are
not that different.
The event raised £930 for the Ukraine Disaster Relief Appeal and we must all hope that Ukrainians will soon be
able to celebrate, united and free, in the way that the people of Modbury were able to do, in their honour, at
this unique May Fair event.
Jeremy Hibbard

SOUTH HAMS
MOBILE LIBRARY
Saturday 25th June
Poundwell Square
09:45 to 12:15
Tuesday 7th June
Ayleston Park
14:45 to 15:30
Higher Green
Park (Palm X)
15:35 to 16:35
Wednesday 8th June
California Inn Carpark
09:10 to 09:30

Wednesday Mornings Term
Time 9.30-11.00 am
The QE11 Recreation Ground
Chatwell Lane, PL21 0FS
Hot drinks • Snacks • Songs • Bible story • Craft
Baking activity • Parachute games • Outdoor walks
Outdoor meet up last Wednesday of the month

Contact: louise_rowland@hotmail.com | 01548 830260
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Modbury
History
Society

The next meeting of the Modbury History
Society will take place at 7.30pm on
Friday, 10th June 2022 when Nicholas
Pearkes will be talking about ‘The Lost
Mine of Landscove and the Lost Canal
of Littlehempston.’ Meetings take place
at the MARS Pavilion in Chatwell Lane,
Modbury where there is ample parking.
Do come along as a guest or contact
me for further information at
rosiejaneparker@gmail.com
Rosemary Parker

Livestock Worrying
A recent case of serious livestock worrying has
been reported on one of the parish’s public
footpaths.
The incident took place at the end of May Fair
week on the valley floor path between the stile at
the lowest point of Runaway Lane and Cotlass
Farm. An unidentified and apparently uncontrolled
dog chased several cattle in the field, exhausting
one cow and necessitating the intervention of a
vet.

May we remind all users of the footpath network
that dogs must be kept on a lead when livestock
are around and that incidents such as this could
The next meeting of Modbury WI will take be reported to the police as a criminal matter. It
place at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 21st June should also be noted, that the farmer is entitled to
when Chris Groves, the Head Gardener destroy the dog on the spot if caught.
at the National Trust Garden ‘Overbecks’ at Sharpitor,
Councillor Phil Smith
Salcombe will be talking about that sub-tropical garden,
P3 Liaison, Modbury Parish Council
which clings to the clifftop.

Modbury WI

Modbury WI meetings are held in the evening on the third
Tuesday of each month (apart from August) and take
place at the MARS Pavilion in Chatwell Lane, Modbury
where there is ample parking. In addition, organised visits
to places of interest take place regularly, as do informal
coffee mornings. You are most welcome to come along
as a guest.
If you would like further information about Modbury WI,
please contact me at rosiejaneparker@gmail.com

The Art of the Hero:
Commemorating

Scott of the Antarctic
June 29th
2 for 2.30pm
Venue:

Methodist Church
100, Fore Street, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1AW
Visitors welcome - for a £10 donation or become a member for £50 per
year which includes 10 lectures, a magazine, self funding outings and a
Christmas special.
For a Zoom link call 01548 532850 for a connection (£8 donation)
TQ7 1

Rosemary Parker

Charity number 1158965

01548 800155
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Anyone for Tennis?
Modbury is lucky to have two excellent tennis
courts. They are available for anyone to play on.
Non-members pay just £6 per court per hour.
Members have unlimited free use of the courts.
Membership costs £28 for a single adult, £16 for a
junior and £50 for a family.
Visit www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/ModburyTennisClub
for court bookings, membership forms and more
information.
If you would like to try before you buy, come
along to our free

Open Afternoon on
Saturday 16th July

Details in next month’s Messenger.

South Devon’s Lawn
Treatment Specialists
PROVIDING TREATMENT PROGRAMMES
FOR FERTILISER, WEED & MOSS CONTROL

SPECIAL OFFER

20% DISCOUNT ON ANY SINGLE
TREATMENT PRICE OR 2 TREATMENTS
FOR THE PRICE OF 1 WHEN TAKING
UP ANY ANNUAL PROGRAMME.

Call now for our no-obligation
FREE Lawn Health Check &
treatment recommendations
CALL Jim on 07702 244 134 or visit
www.greenheartlawncare.co.uk
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MONTHLY FLAG HOIST AT PALM CROSS GREEN - JUNE
The monthly competition has now ended – but do appreciate the monthly flag hoists at Palm Cross Green. With
the agreement of the Parish Council a variety of Ukrainian flags will be flown on various days showing
Modbury’s support for Ukraine.
The “Modbury Rooster/Cockeral” flags will sometimes be shown whilst the Roosters are on display in town.
Date

Masthead

02

Starboard Yard
(Plymouth) - West

Port Yard
(Modbury) - East

Event

Union Flag–Royal CROWN
Crest

1953

Coronation Day

03-05

Union Flag-Royal
Crest

JUBILE

70YRS

Jubilee Weekend

06

Union Flag

D1stsubAY

Ans1943rdsub

D-Day 1944

22

Army

KOHIMA

1943rdsubAns

End of Kohima Battle 1943

25

Armed Forces
Flag

White Ensign/RM
Ensign

Army/RAF Ensign

Armed Forces Day

26

UN Flag

CHARTE

1945

UN Charter signed 1945

1. Please note that if the wind is above 20 knots, the intended flag hoist will not take place.
2. The intended flag hoist will not take place if the Modbury Chief Yeoman is absent.
3. All the Signal Hoists are done using the various Country/National Ensigns and the International Code of
Signals Flags.
4. Starboard Yardarm (Plymouth)-West, will have the event wording, (which sometimes is abbreviated – only 7
or 8 flags can be flown).
5. Port Yardarm (Modbury)-East, will have the year. Answer Pennant (Ans) will indicate the start (when at the
top) or end (when at the bottom).
6. 1st, 2nd, 3rd substitute flags will be used whenever a flag flown earlier/higher in the hoist is to be repeated. eg
1911 = 1,9,1stsub,3rdsub.
7. If there is a significant event which does take place, additional signal flag hoists will be arranged, subject to
note 1 above.
David Scott, Modbury Chief Yeoman
Royal British Legion - Modbury Branch
The next meeting of the Modbury and District Branch of the Royal British Legion will take
place in The Club on Wednesday 1st June 2022 starting at 7.30pm. New members are
always most welcome. The Branch is very grateful to all who contributed to this year’s
Poppy Appeal at the May Fair Street Market as £274 was raised. Just a reminder, please
note that the day of our meeting has now been changed and the Branch will meet on the
first Wednesday of every even month and not a Monday.
David Scott (Hon Secretary)
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Outstanding Work Done by Volunteers on Marigolds Day
The return of the first Marigolds Day since 2019 meant
there was a long list of tasks for volunteers to tackle. Quite
a few people had set about their spring clean of Modbury
before the official day and the organisers were grateful for
this enthusiastic start.
Our magnificent Modbury Litter Pickers had done a great
job in the car parks prior to Marigolds Day. But there was
still more work to be done here as groups of volunteers set
about weeding, tidying flower beds, cleaning and
painting walls, clearing brambles, strimming banks and
trimming back overgrowth. The effect of this hive of
activity was that all our public car parks were looking their
best for the various events held in them during our May
Fair.
Our play parks were given a make-over with volunteers from ModWAG attending to the planting at the
Memorial Hall and a Champernowne team cleaning their play park.
The Cubs and their leaders did an amazing job in
Church Walk. Their weeding, sweeping and
tidying up resulted in bag after bag of debris
being collected.
We are grateful to residents who responded to
our request to tidy up street-fronting areas in their
own part of town and to the owners of Marigold
gloves for their generous donation of gloves
which proved as popular as ever.
Many of the tasks on our list needed small teams.
Unfortunately, the turnout of volunteers this year
was not as high as previous Marigolds Days. This
meant that some jobs were being tackled by
fewer volunteers than were really required,
making their work all the harder. It also means we
have a carry-over of jobs still to be completed
and we are gradually working our way through those.
The celebratory thank
you tea at the Pavilion
was a welcome break at
the end of a very busy
day; a big thank you to
the cake bakers and
volunteer caterers who
put on a great spread
and made everyone
welcome.
Colin Whybrow

ALAN MAHER

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LTD
Electrical Installations
Electric Car Charging installations
Intelligent Lighting
Home Entertainment.
Design, Installation and Testing.
Condition Reports and PAT testing
Phone 01548 811290 /MOB 07966 168 928
e-mail:-alanmaherelectricalltd@gmail.com
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Lindsay Chavasse
BSc (Hons)

Forensic Psychology
Registered member of the ACCPH

Integra ve Psychotherapist and Mindfulness Now
Teacher, as accredited by the Bri sh Psychological Society

Diploma in Integra ve Counselling and CBT
Advanced Professional Cer cate in CBT
Mindfulness Now teacher

Tel: 07870219609
Email: lindsay@themindfultherapist.co.uk
My approach uses integra ve therapy, which means that I
use many di erent approaches depending on which best
suits my clients needs. These include, Person Centred
therapy, Cogni ve Behaviour Therapy, Gestalt,
Transac onal Analysis and Mindfulness. Each one is slightly
di erent and during di erent stages of the clients therapy
journey some may be more appropriate.

Appointments now available. Please call for further
informa on and to see how we may be able to work
together.

MODBURY MESSENGER CIC
Modbury Messenger CIC is a Community Interest Company and as such is registered by the Registrar of
Companies for England & Wales, Northern Ireland or Scotland. A Community Interest Company is a special
type of not-for-profit limited company which exists to benefit the community. The purpose of Modbury
Messenger CIC is to disseminate information about events, notices and articles of interest to the people of
Modbury and it does this by publishing the Modbury Messenger, a printed newsletter, every month with 1000
copies delivered to homes and businesses within the Parish of Modbury. An online copy of the Modbury
Messenger is available to neighbouring communities, advertised via social media and on our website
modburymessengercic.co.uk. Advertisers are charged a fee for advertising in the Modbury Messenger and
this covers the cost of producing the Modbury Messenger. The Board of Directors, Company Secretary, Editor,
Proofreaders and Distributors are all volunteers.
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Directors of Modbury Messenger: Christopher Barnes, Diana Lynne Barnes, Burda Gage, Bernard Taylor.
Company Secretary: George Rosevear.
Editorial Committee: John Bower, Lynne Barnes, Nicky Shepley, Ira Young
Modbury Messenger CIC has produced the Modbury Messenger as an independent CIC since September
2018. Previously it was published by Modbury Parish Council.
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